International Studies Department
Undergraduate Assessment Plan 2019

Our previous assessment plan involved juniors and seniors enrolled in our Capstone class. The work focused on the writing and research abilities of our students as demonstrated in writing samples submitted for intensive analysis and feedback. We were surprised to find how few students had:

1. Written a standard research paper.

2. Given much thought to differences between formal and informal writing styles.

3. Received any significant feedback on their writing besides a grade.

4. Utilized bibliographic organizing and formatting software such as Zotero and Mendely to organize their sources.

The proposed plan for 2019 is to assess the impact of an existing research project administered each year in our INTL 101 International Issues course. The project has been revised and administered for each of the past six years but has not been assessed for effectiveness as regards learning outcomes. We propose to develop and administer a brief pre- and post-test assessment tool to gauge improvement in 
--annotative writing skills

--use of correct citation conventions including formatting and plagiarism avoidance 
--understanding the difference between various source types (peer reviewed articles, popular press, web-based material, books)
--basic secondary research skills

Here is the exiting assignment description:
Purpose: The purpose of this assignment is to familiarize you with different types of sources for research, to aid in the understanding and importance of proper citation and formatting, and to give you a more in-depth look into one particular aspect of a topic covered more generally in this course. While completing this assignment, you will develop a critical approach to the use of various sources of information. You will gain familiarity with international and cross-cultural resources. You will create an annotated bibliography that assesses the relevance and quality of your sources.  

Final Product: Your final product will be a well-researched 4-5-page summary paper that addresses your research question and includes an analysis of a source types.  You will also produce an MLA format (or designated alternative style guide) bibliography and an annotated bibliography. 

While undertaking the project, students’ work is assessed at each step before they proceed to the next task. For example, here are the due dates from last term:
Monday, OCT 8: Research Question
Monday, OCT 22: Bibliography
Monday, NOV 5: Annotated Bibliography
Monday, NOV 21: Summary Paper

We will work with TEP to design the assessment tool.

