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Folklore and Public Culture 

Undergraduate and Graduate Student Assessment Report
Undergraduate Major


At the end of Winter 2018 the Folklore and Public Culture Program submitted its “Assessment of Student Learning and Outcomes” to the College of Arts and Sciences. Associated with this assessment plan were the following methods for collecting data and assessment. Under each method, in italics, is a progress report as a first assessment is taking place in 18/19.
Sources of data and assessment:  

1. Selected fieldwork projects will be evaluated by the Folklore archivists for inclusion in the Randall V. Mills Northwest Folklore Archive. Student awards and conference presentations will also be documented by the program. 
Any fieldwork projects associated with FLR 250: Introduction to Folklore (Fall 2018) will be submitted to the Mills Archive during Winter 2019. Fieldwork projects associated with FLR 410: Fieldwork Methods (Winter 2019) will be submitted to the Mills Archive in Spring 2019. Undergraduate student awards and conference presentations for 18/19 will be compiled during Spring 2019.

2. Following completion of FLR 250 and 365 students will be asked to identify in writing types of folklore expressions, demonstrate a familiarity with genres, and comment on their post degree planning. 

At the beginning of Spring 2019 Folklore and Public Culture majors who have completed FLR 250 and FLR 410 (substitute for 365) will be asked to submit in writing answers to the following two inquiries:

Identify three examples of folklore expressions and the folklore genres they are associated with. 
Identify three possible jobs you would like to pursue immediately following graduation. Describe the qualifications you will bring to these jobs as a result of completing the Folklore major. Are there any additional qualifications you will need and if so what is your plan for gaining this expertise?
Fillable form available at https://folklore.uoregon.edu/undergraduate-majors-student-assessment/
 
3. Students will be asked to participate in a survey once they have indicated readiness to graduate. The focus of the survey will be on how well the student feels they were trained in academic and public folklore, how the student feels about the climate of the program, and what the student plans to be doing after graduation.

During Winter 2019 Folklore and Public Culture faculty will create the survey described above. During Spring 2019 the survey will be administered to those majors who have applied to graduate.

4. Core faculty will be asked to submit syllabi for their folklore related courses in Spring term of each academic year.

Syllabi were collected in Spring 2018 and are on file. A request will be made in Spring 2019.

Assessment Processes:

Data related to one or more of the outcomes above will be collected at least once during the academic year and analyzed by a group of core Folklore and Public Culture faculty including the Director of Undergraduate Studies. 

In Fall 2018 a Folklore and Public Culture Curriculum and Assessment Committee was formed. This committee consists of the Directors of Graduate and Undergraduate Studies along with an additional member of the Folklore faculty.

Status, Outcomes, and Results:

Analysis will be presented to the Folklore and Public Culture core faculty on a yearly basis. It is anticipated that the results of the analysis will inform curriculum development within the program. (See below in italic)
Directions, Plans, and Recommendations:

After the Director of Undergraduate Studies reviews the data analysis with the core Folklore and Public Culture faculty toward the end of spring term each year, the program director will send out a survey to core faculty requesting feedback on assessment vehicles, data, etc. and develop an action plan for curricular improvement to be reviewed by the core faculty in Fall term.

Outcomes and results from 18/19 will be presented to the Folklore faculty in Spring and Fall 2019. Outcomes and results will guide curricular planning for 19/20. The program director will survey faculty as indicated above in Spring 2019.

Graduate Major

Student Learning and Outcomes
Master of Arts (M.A.) – Folklore and Public Culture Program
1.
Identify and explain key concepts in folklore studies.

2.
Demonstrate knowledge of the research methods associated with folklore studies. 
3.
Understand and apply fieldwork methods and proper documentation techniques 

necessary for submission of fieldwork for archival preservation. 

4.
Demonstrate knowledge of the multiple theoretical orientations contributing to an understanding and analysis of folkloric expression.

5.
Demonstrate an understanding of the types of folkloric expression and various types of folk groups in relationship to historical, cultural, and social contexts. 

6.
Understand and give examples of what academic and public folklorists do.  

7.
Understand ethical issues and responsibilities relating to fieldwork, 


professionalism, and the writing and publishing of scholarly papers.  

8. 
Conduct independent research and analysis, culminating in a thesis or a terminal project based on original research, presented within a scholarly framework, that makes a substantive contribution to current knowledge in the field.

Guidelines for Graduate Program Assessment

Graduate students are required to fulfill the following requirements, and assessment will be based on successful completion of these requirements: 

Requirements for Track One: General Folklore M.A./M.S. (63 Credits)

1) Required courses (9-10 credits)

FLR 681 History and Theory of Folklore Research (5 credits)

FLR 684 Folklore Fieldwork (5 credits) (or other fieldwork course approved by advising committee (4-5 credits)
2) Interdisciplinary Folklore core courses (28 credits, of which 12 must be “FLR” courses)  
In consultation with advising committee, students select courses from categories of possible courses listed in the Folklore and Public Culture Graduate Handbook (pp. 8-10) that are relevant to their individual research foci and contribute to their academic and professional goals.  Courses not listed in the handbook can be substituted with the authorization of students’ advisors and approval of the Director of Graduate Studies.

3) Electives (16 credits)
These electives, (either within Folklore and Public Culture core or outside) are selected in consultation with students’ advising committees to bolster areas of student expertise. 
4) Thesis/terminal project (9 credits)

The thesis/terminal project must be based on original research, presented within a scholarly framework, and make a substantive contribution to current knowledge in the field.  The thesis/terminal project requires a minimum of nine FLR (503 or 609) credit hours. 
Requirements for Track Two: Public Folklore M.A./M.S. (63 Credits)

1) Required courses (18 credits)
FLR 681 History and Theory of Folklore Research (5 credits)
FLR 684 Folklore Fieldwork Seminar (5 credits) (or other fieldwork course approved by advising committee) 

FLR 550 Folklore in the Public Sector (4 credits)
AAD 521 Cultural Programming (4 credits)
2) Interdisciplinary Folklore core courses (20 credits).  In consultation with advising committee, students select courses from categories of possible courses listed in the Folklore and Public Culture Graduate Handbook (pp. 8-10) that are relevant to their individual research foci and contribute to their academic and professional goals.  Students may substitute other courses not listed to fulfill requirements with the approval of their advising committee and approval of the Director of Graduate Studies.
3) Electives (12 credits)
These electives, (either within Folklore core or outside) selected in consultation with advisors should bolster students’ specializations. 
4) Internship (4 credits/120 clock hours at site)
Organized through the Folklore and Public Culture Program or Oregon Folklife Network.

5) Thesis/terminal project (9 credits)
The thesis/terminal project must be based on original research, presented within a scholarly framework, and make a substantive contribution to current knowledge in the field.  The thesis/terminal project requires a minimum of nine FLR (503 or 609) credit hours.

Graduate Student Assessment Plans
The Folklore and Public Culture Executive Committee will collect information on 1-2 outcomes per year.  
Sources of data and assessment:  

1. Selected fieldwork projects by graduate students will be evaluated and considered for inclusion in the Randall V. Mills Northwest Folklore Archive. Student awards and conference presentations will also be documented by the program. 
2. Following completion of FLR 681 (History and Theory of Folklore Research) and FLR 684 (Folklore Fieldwork; or an equivalent graduate level course), student work will be assessed for its understanding of folkloric expressions, methodologies, theories, and issues in the field.  Assessment will be based on student examinations, oral presentations, and written assignments.  
3. Using the UO Graduate School survey of graduate students, Folklore and Public Culture Program faculty will review the results about how students feel about their training in academic and public folklore, the climate of the program, post-graduation opinions and careers, and other assessment indicators recorded on the survey. 
4. Core faculty will be asked to submit syllabi for their folklore related graduate courses in spring term of each academic year.

5. Data on student progress and timely completion of the degree will be compiled and assessed. 

6. The Curriculum and Assessment Committee will meet to discuss the graduate program and make curricular recommendations where warranted.   

7. The Folklore and Public Culture Program will track the job placement of its graduates. Alumni Update Form https://folklore.uoregon.edu/alumni-update-submissions/
8. Other assessment strategies are being considered for implementation in the future (e.g., student portfolios, additional professionalization activities, etc.). 

Assessment Processes:

Data related to one or more of the assessment plans above will be collected at least once during the academic year and analyzed by the Curriculum and Assessment Committee by the end of the following term.  
Status, Outcomes, and Results:

Analysis will be presented to the Folklore and Public Culture core faculty on a yearly basis.  It is anticipated that the results of the analysis will inform curriculum development within the program. 
Directions, Plans, and Recommendations:

After the Curriculum and Assessment Committee compiles the results and analyzes the data with the core Folklore and Public Culture faculty toward the end of spring term each year, the program director will request feedback from the faculty for curricular improvement to be reviewed by the Curriculum and Assessment Committee in fall term of the following academic year.    
Undergraduate and Graduate Student Assessment Actions and Timeline

Undergraduate Student Assessment


Fall, Winter, Spring, Summer

Undergraduate students, upon notification of eligibility for graduation by the Program Secretary, will be asked to complete a survey associated with their participation as a major.

At the beginning of each term the Program Secretary will request of students, via email, information on any awards received or conference presentations given. 


October

The Folklore and Public Culture Curriculum and Assessment Committee will present to the Core Folklore faculty the assessment report from the previous academic year. Faculty will be asked to respond to the report and if warranted, develop an action plan for curricular revision.


December

December 1 – The Program Secretary will email the instructors for FLR 250 and FLR 365 (or equivalent course) reminding them that fieldwork projects for these two courses should be deposited in the Randall V. Mills Archive at the conclusion of the course.


January

FLR 250 Fieldwork projects deposited in Archive by the course instructors.


February

February 1 – The Program Secretary will compile a list of Folklore and Public Culture majors on a yearly basis.


March



FLR 365 Fieldwork projects are deposited in the Archive by the instructor.


April 

April 1 – Folklore and Public Culture majors are contacted by the Director of Undergraduate Studies, via email, and asked to complete the Undergraduate Majors Student Assessment. This assessment should be returned via email to the Folklore and Public Culture Program Secretary by April 15.


May

May 1 – The Program Secretary will contact core Folklore faculty and request a copy of their folklore related course syllabi by June 1.

The Folklore and Public Culture Curriculum and Assessment Committee will examine the Undergraduate Majors Assessment and survey for the purpose of compiling an assessment report by the end of Spring term. This discussion will be facilitated by the Director of Undergraduate Studies.

Graduate Student Assessment

Fall, Winter, Spring, Summer

At the beginning of each term the Program Secretary will request of students, via email, any awards or conference presentations students received during the previous term.

At the beginning of each term the Program Secretary will contact Folklore alums for any updates associated with their employment and professional status.


October

The Folklore and Public Culture Curriculum and Assessment Committee will present to the Core Folklore and Public Culture faculty the assessment report from the previous academic year. Faculty will be asked to respond to the report and if warranted, develop an action plan for curricular revision.


December

The Director of Graduate Studies will email the instructor FLR 684 (or equivalent course) reminding them that fieldwork projects for this course should be deposited in the Randall V. Mills Archive at the conclusion of the course.


March

Fieldwork from FLR 684 (or equivalent course) will be deposited in the Randall V. Mills Archive by the instructor.


April 

Based on the most recent Graduate School Survey data, the Curriculum and Assessment Committee will review the results associated with Folklore and Public Culture students. Recommendations on any curricular or programmatic changes will be compiled.


May

May 1 – The Program Secretary will contact core Folklore and Public Culture faculty and request a copy of their folklore related course syllabi by June 1.

Students who have completed FLR 681 and 684 (or equivalent) will be assessed by the Curriculum and Assessment Committee for their understanding of folkloric expressions, methods, theories, and issues in the field based on student examinations, oral presentations, and written assignments. This discussion will be facilitated by the Director of Graduate Studies. A written report on each student will be prepared.

